
NEIGHBORS PAST AND PRESENT: THE 

GERMAN EXPERIENCE IN WISCONSIN 

FURTHER READING  
 

Materials in Oshkosh Public Library 

 

Akin, Ron, and Lee Reiherzer.  The Breweries of Oshkosh: Their Rise and Fall.  Oshkosh: Akin & 

Reiherzer, 2012.  338.76632 A315b 

 

Fitterer, C. Ann.  German Americans.  Chanhassen, MN: Child’s World, 2003.  Children’s Nonfiction 

973.0431 F547g 

 

Frank, Louis Frederick.  German-American Pioneers in Wisconsin and Michigan: The Frank-Kerler 

Letters, 1849-1864.  Milwaukee: Milwaukee County Historical Society, 1971.  929.2 F828g 

 

Goc, Michael J.  Oshkosh at 150: An Illustrated History of Oshkosh.  Friendship, WI: New Past Press, 

2003.  977.565 G5762o 2011, also Adult Local History and Children’s Nonfiction. 

 

Louden, Mark, ed.  German Words, American Voices.  Deutsche Wörter, amerikanische Stimmen.  

Madison, WI: Max Kade Institute, 2008. 973.0431 G373 

 

March, Rich.  Polka Heartland: Why the Midwest Loves to Polka.  Madison: Wisconsin Historical Society, 

2015.  793.3 M315p 

 

Pable, Mary.  Old Neighbors in the New Neighborhood: The Bohemians and Bavarians on the south side 

of Oshkosh, Wisconsin.  Oshkosh: REM History, 2006.  325.243 P112o 

 

Pferdehirt, Julia.  They Came to Wisconsin.  Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 2003.  977.5 

P528t, also in Childrend’s Nonfiction. 



 

Reiherzer, Lee.  Winnebago County Beer: A Heady History.  Charleston, SC: American Palate, 2019.  

338.76632 R361w 

 

Stevens, Michael E.  The Making of Pioneer Wisconsin: Voices of Early Settlers.  Madison: Wisconsin 

Historical Society, 2018.  977.5 S845m.  Also available in electronic format. 

 

Uschan, Michael V.  German Americans.  Milwaukee: World Almanac Library, 2007.  Children’s Nonfiction 

973.0431 U84g 

 

Zeitlin, Richard H.  Germans in Wisconsin.  Madison: Wisconsin Historical Society, 2000.  325.243 Z48g 

2000.  Also available in electronic format.  Also in Children’s Nonfiction: 977.5 Z48g 2000 

 

Oshkosh Deutsche Zeitung, 1857-1859, and Wisconsin Telegraph, 1874-1920.  Microfilm.   

 

Mango Languages: Learn languages online.  

https://ezproxy.oshkoshpubliclibrary.org/login?url=http://connect.mangolanguages.com/oshkosh/start  

 

Louden, Mark L.  German Words--American Voices.  Deutsche Wörter--Amerikanische Stimmen.  Audio 

CD and booklet.  Madison, WI: Max Kade Instititute, 2007.  973.0431 G373 

 

Strohschänk, Johannes.  The Wisconsin Office of Emigration, 1852-1855, and Its Impact on German 

Immigration to the State.  Madison, WI: Max Kade Instititute, 2005.  325.2 S921w 

 

See also the extensive holdings in the Genealogy Collection at Oshkosh Public Library. 

 

Winnefox Library System 

 

Davidis, Henriette.  Pickled Herring and Pumpkin Pie: A Nineteenth-Century Cookbook for German 

immigrants to America.  Madison: Max Kade Institute, 2003. Neenah Public Library, 641.5943 D28p 

 

https://ezproxy.oshkoshpubliclibrary.org/login?url=http://connect.mangolanguages.com/oshkosh/start


Hegi, Ursula.  Tearing the Silence: On Being German in America.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1997.  

Neenah Public Library, 973.0431 H362t 

 

O’Connor, Richard.  The German-Americans: An Informal History.  Boston: Little Brown, 1968.  Menasha 

Public Library, 325.24 Oc5 (no holds) 

 

Rippley, LaVerne J.  The German-Americans.  Boston: Twayne, 1976.  Neenah Public Library, 325.243 

R485 

 

Ach Ya: Traditional German-American Music From Wisconsin.  2 CDs.  Madison: Center for the Study of 

Upper Midwestern Cultures, 2005.  Neenah Public Library, FOLK Ach ya! 

 

Swissconsin, My Homeland: Swiss Folk Music in Wisconsin.  CD.  Madison: Center for the Study of 

Upper Midwestern Cultures, 2004.  Neenah Public Library, FOLK Swissconsin 

 

 

Online materials 

 

“Letters and Diary of Joh. Fr. Diederichs,” transl. Emil Baensch, in Wisconsin Magazine of History VII.2 

(December 1923): 218-37 and VII.3 (March 1924): 350-68. (Excerpts also in Stevens and in Zeitlin.) 

Part 1: http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/wmh/id/3778  

Part 2: http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/wmh/id/3919  

 

“Christian Traugott Ficker’s Advice to Emigrants,” in Wisconsin Magazine of History XXV.2 (Dec. 1941): 

218-36; XXV.3 (March 1942): 331-55; XXV.4 (June 1942): 456-75. (Translation by “Dr. Schafer, late 

superintendent of the State Historical Society”; excerpts in Stevens.) 

Part 1: http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/wmh/id/13288  

Part 2: http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/wmh/id/13831  

Part 3: http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/wmh/id/13973  

 

 

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/wmh/id/3778
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/wmh/id/3919
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/wmh/id/13288
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/wmh/id/13831
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/wmh/id/13973


Websites 

 

Max Kade Institute, UW Madison. https://mki.wisc.edu  

 

How German is American?  Virtual exhibit, Max Kade Institute.  https://mki.wisc.edu/content/how-german-

american-0  

 

Frautschi Letters Virtual Archive (UW/Max Kade Institute) 

http://frautschi-letters.mki.wisc.edu/FLVAhomed.html  

“Frautschi Letters Virtual Archive displays a historical collection of letters written by members of a family 

of Swiss immigrants to Wisconsin, written between 1852 and 1914. The repository for the original letters 

is Max Kade Institute (University of Wisconsin-Madison). The Wisconsin Mosaic provides a historical 

backdrop for the letters.” 

 

German-American Heritage Center and Museum, Washington, DC.  https://gahc.org  

 

German-American Music Project Collection, UW Madison.  

https://uwdc.library.wisc.edu/collections/localcenters/germanamerican/  

 

German Heritage in Letters 

http://www.germanletters.org 

“A project to create a digital collection of German-language correspondence currently held in 

privatehands, by archives, by special collection libraries, museums, and other institutions.” 

 

Highholders of Oshkosh (Peter Kinderman).  http://highholder.tripod.com  

 

Oshkosh Beer (Lee Reiherzer). http://oshkoshbeer.blogspot.com  

 

Oshkoshpubliclibrary.org  
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