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f g.Wag.ouc of the carly ghurch

decorgldgs’ in Wisconsin! Examples
kmanship -are to be
175 churches in various
larts of the state.

* PIONEER ‘OSHKOSH
~ ARTIST, IS DEAD

JAN 3 3Zast Sur-

Veteran Painter and
vivor of Famous Gordon
Stockade Party, Passes
Away—Rites Sunday

Gustay Behneke, 84, veteran
artist, last survivor of the group
of men who went. into the Black
Hills in quest of gold in 1874, and |
one of ihe oldest Masons in Osh-

kosh, passed away this morning atl:
4 o’clock at his home, 123 Mt. Ver-|

non street.

He died in his sleep. He had

been in poor health for the last

4

‘ Gustav Behncke

three qr four years, but his condi-
tion ‘had not been considered
serious until lagt night. Death was
attributed to general debility.
Mr. Behncke was born in Ham-
burg, Germany, Oct. 2, 1852, and
he came to Oshkosh in the '70’s.
He had inherited a love of the
sea from Viking ancestors, and at
an early age he ran away f{rom
‘home to become a sajlor. He
Isajled the North sca and the Bal-
itie sea,
{ He had traveled extensively, in
Europe and: also. in the western
hemispheﬁ.j{ ¢ Yourneyed across
the great p}gﬁ of the west, in the
days whenSh#t section was closed
{0 white Wwer He explored through
the regidd. ..~ ha company of In-
dians. ) ,\ i,
ART 3788 $JFE WORK.
His life work was in the ficld
of art. He inherited his talent
rom his father., Mr. Behncke wus
g\'ideiy known for his waork, and
many pictures painted by him now
hang in Oshkosh homes and public
buildings.
Paintings by Mr. Behncke are
{to be found in the Masonic temple,
‘American Legion clubhouyse, River-
'side chapel, and the Oshkosh State

He also did the interiors of
many of the early mansions in

{such pioncer families as the Saw-
iyers, Hays, Walls, Praits, Waites,
Ellsworths, Roes and others, If was
the siyie, in those carly -days, lo
idecorate walls and ceilings with
flowers, birds, and scrolls, Most

‘of the decoration was very heavy.|.

Sunday to the:]
jLatthe temple,-

1Oshkosh, residences which housed {

‘No two decorations made by Mr.”

‘Behncke were alike, Some of his
home decoraling is still in evidence

‘in some of the ploneer residences’

‘here,
STOCKADE PARTY MEMBER
Mr, Behnckegyas a member of
the Gordon Stockade party, whidh

of gold in 1874.  The party at-
tempted to establish quarters in
the Black Hills, but was removed
by soldiers because thevland be-
longed to the Indjans, and no
treaty had been made.

was a member ingluded 30 men of
various types and trades from
throughout the United States. In
the group were farmers, mer-
chants, brewers and others, all of
whom were seeking gold, The ex-
pedition left Sioux City, Ia., in
the spring of 1873. The Black
Hills territory was settled by the
Sioux Indians and after being tak-
en out of there by a Lieutenant
Sippley, the group of 30 men were
sent to Fort Laramie in Wyoming.

During their stay at Fort Lara-
mie the men met with many-and
varied experiences, There were
Indian raids and at night one
could watch the Indian fire sig-
nals from hilliop to hilltop as the
redmen watched the fort. From
that place the little band of gold
seekers followed the old Mormon
trail that led into Utaky,

JWWAS ARDENT FISHEEMAN

Mr, Behncke was an ardent fish-
erman, and he loved to sail. His

 sailboat, In former. years, was to
be seen out on Lake Winnebago
- in almost any kind of weather, He

fished in all parts of L.ake Winne-
bago, and in the adjacent rivers,
All of the choice fishing spots
were known to him, and he varely
tailed to catch his share of fish.

He was a charter member. of the
old national guard unit, Company
F, and a member of Oshkosh
lodge, No. 27, Masons.

Mr. Behncke wag, ynarried in
1879 't6 Miss Ida Heiss of Nekimi,
Their golden wedding anniversary
was celebrated June 16, 1928.

In addition to the widow, other
survivors are three children, Mrs,
Charles E. Rocder, Miss Mable
Behneke and Nile J. Behneke; two
grandchildren, Charles B. Rgeder

of Milwaukee and Nile Roeder;
and one great greandcehild,
Funeral services will be held

Sunday. There will be services at
2230 o'clock at the Masonic fem-
ple. The Rewv. J. N, Barnett will
speak at the chapel al Riverside

Teaclers college.

cemaoetery.

went into the Black Hills in quest |:;

-

The party of which Mr. Behncke | )

" Friénds miay,jview -the remains |]
‘Saturday and Saturday evening at |
the Fiss & Bills fungrdlihome’and

<hour; seryic
-
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Oshkosh  Artist ‘anid
‘ Pioneer Had Picy
" turesque Life.

i

Ry Our -Own Carrespondent..

OSHKOSH, Jan. 21 — Guslav
Behncke, .84, widely known! Osh-
fosh artist, died st his h,omo»;lllcre
‘1t6day. Mr, Behncke was:the’Jast
! »> FERTS
survivor of a group ot:'ﬁg.i‘p\é);eers.
.{the Gordon stockade .party,: that
prospected the Black hilla’ for gold
in+1874. The party wes ordered |
ouf by soldlers as the céuntry had
beén reserved for the Bioux In-|
dianeg. : !

Mr. Behncke was a sajlor on the
"North and Ballic.§eas when a boy, .
L but took up art ms a’fife work.:
i Many of his pictures now sdorn
t public buildings and homes here,
-iHe was a church decorator and
';exatg,ples of his work are in nearly
l’120(}.*:v{.hurchest in the state. He also
N

did ‘miurals in homea- of many
-| pionéer Oshkosh regigents. 1
-Mr. Behncke was one of the old-
»lest Oshkosh .Masons and was .a
Licharfer member of the. original
I national guard unit here. He trav-
5ieted in Europe and, through this
“hemisphere. exploring the western
“iplains in the aampa‘ny of Indians
{1 when  that seclion aE closed to
i white men. !

+|  Survivorz .are hls widow; three
lichildren, Nile J. Oshkosh artist

2| and curator at the Oshkosh Public

i museum; Mrs. Charles E. Roeder
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iand Miss Mable, Oshkosh; two
grandchildren, Nile and Charles
!Roeder, Milwaukee; and one great-

| ghandchild.
Masonic servicea will be held at
| the Masonior temple here Sunday

twith burial in Riverside cemetery.
!
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